MAY 2025 RECAP

"'Share your food with the
hungry, and give shelier
to the homeless”

Isaiah 58v7




At iKhaya, we embrace every milestone! Alongside our vibrant 10-year-
old, we celebrated a special young chap’s 2nd birthday - a moment filled
with joy, laughter and sweet memories. We've had the privilege of
witnessing a truly beautiful transformation, from a little, timid baby to a
bright, confident young lass, this incredible 10-year-old has blossomed
before our eyes. She now steps into her next chapter with radiance, ready
to take on the world with her vibrant energy and endless potential.

NAPPIES

We are beyond grateful for the
incredible response to our nappy
drive! Not only did the babies receive
much-needed supplies, but the
children also had an absolute blast
playing in the boxes. Thank you for

being part of something so special!
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Ansa van der Merwe is the driving force behind the Shap Baby Project's ‘.’6\.‘
fundraising campaign, which she co-leads with Sarah Camp. Ansa, a %.‘\’.
compassionate medical doctor, was deeply moved when she encountered an ',j
abandoned baby at Queen Nandi Regional Hospital—a moment that left a lasting
impression on her heart. She later reunited with the child at iKhaya, inspiring her
dedication to care and service. Together, they are preparing to take on the half
Ironman 70.3 Durban on June 1st, raising support for iKhaya. But what fuels
Ansa's passion for running? Here's a deeper dive into her journey.
One afternoon, as she jogged through the streets of Empangeni, a curious child
playing in a nearby garden shouted, “Why are you running?” Gasping for air,
Ansa replied, “I'm... (deep breath) EXERCISING!” With a long distance still ahead, o,
she pondered this question: Why am | running? Why dedicate so much effort, 0.:
time, and training to fundraising? Her thoughts drifted back to her first day ..,'J

teaching ballet to the children of iKhaya. Eager and prepared, she brought music, '.I(I'f
a dance routine, and the hopeful naivety of a new educator. She attempted to ~NHA
organize the children just like her dance teacher had done, but they were too "
excited to stay in place. They all wanted to be close to their teacher. Within

minutes, she abandoned the structure, and they joyfully flapped their arms and
stretched together, resembling a game of human-sized pick-up sticks—all eager

to be near someone who valued their presence. Ansa recalled another visit to

iKhaya when chaos reigned as the children returned from school. As she stepped

out of her car, they ran to her, exclaiming, “Ballet teacher! Ballet teacher!” With

so many questions and eager faces, one little girl clung to her legs, prompting

Ansa to lift her up. As Ansa conversed with a staff member and peeked into the
kitchen, the child on her hip gently tucked Ansa's hair behind her ear—a simple

gesture filled with love. Another memory surfaced of a day when Ansa arrived at ’,0

iKhaya for a ballet class after an exhausting work shift. Despite her fatigue, she :;“‘q
pushed herself to go. The class was shorter than usual, as her energy waned, so ""i.:
she had the children sit in a circle. She asked them what they were most grateful .’“‘

2

for that day, seeking a fresh perspective. One child mentioned the sweets Ansa o8
brought, another said, “That I’'m learning to do ballet,” and another simply said, A
<

“That ballet teacher came today.”

These children have given Ansa so much love and inspiration. They’ve touched
her heart deeply. So, why does Ansa run? Quite simply, to give back to those
who have enriched her life in countless ways




- STrate eac ﬁ‘*ﬂ\;)::‘
r.‘t -~ L1 - - '& A \
ting to the evolving needs of ourichildren-a .
7z ~;/ B3 £ . -~y
is ble: essionals whose expertise

-~

. : oo « o
g,.human resources, church ministry, and
) ;A;( - “.
=,gul "

by the unmistakable inspiration of the
lors’ ogether, Wensure that iKhaya continues to be

2 e q
for everyichi ‘Wwhb calls it home.

Chairman

Lee—Anne Reich

/

Richard Polayya Lee Zitha Jakes Olivier



AW,




A Personal

CONTACT US

office@ikhavalikababa.co.za

@ Loressa 065 804 9385

FOLLOW US
office@ikRhayalikababa.co.za

c https://www.facebook.com/ikhayalikababa
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